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€423,000 Awarded to Community Climate Action Projects Across Carlow 
 
Eighteen community groups and not-for-profit organisations across Carlow Town and County have been awarded €423,696.11 in funding to deliver locally led projects through Phase 2 of the Community Climate Action Programme. The successful applications were announced this afternoon by Minister for Climate, Energy and the Environment Darragh O’Brien. 
Carlow County Council opened applications for the Community Climate Action Programme in November 2025. A total of 23 applications for funding were received by Carlow County Council to the value of €926,502 demonstrating the strong commitment for Climate Action mitigation by the citizens of County Carlow. The funded projects will address one or more of the following five key themes within their local communities: 
1. Community Energy 
2. Travel 
3. Food and Waste 
4. Shopping and Recycling 
5. Local Climate and Environmental Action 
 
Examples of projects to be delivered by community groups include: 
· Thermal upgrades to buildings, such as improved doors, windows, and insulation 
· Installation of solar PV systems to reduce reliance on fossil fuels 
· Provision of bike racks and shelters to encourage cycling as a sustainable mode of transport 
· Enhancements to community gardens to promote local food production and raise awareness of food waste 
· Installation of rainwater harvesting systems 
 
The projects supports several goals set out in Carlow County Council’s Climate Action Plan and contributes to 6 of the 17 UN Sustainable Development Goals. Once delivered, the approved projects are estimated to reduce carbon emissions by approximately 40 tonnes per year.
 
Cathaoirleach of Carlow County Council, Cllr. Ken Murnane stated “The role that Carlow’s community groups play in driving climate action is truly inspiring. These projects demonstrate how local action can create meaningful change, from encouraging active travel to improving the energy efficiency of community facilities. I would also like to acknowledge the significant time, effort and commitment that each group has invested in developing these proposals. Their hard work will now translate into real, practical actions that will benefit communities right across the County”. 
 
Coilín O'Reilly, Chief Executive of Carlow County Council welcomed the funding announcement by Minister Darragh O’Brien stating “The high quality and volume of applications received reflects the dedication and ambition of our local groups. We look forward to working closely with the successful organisations to support the delivery of these projects and to ensure they achieve lasting environmental and community benefits”. 
 
Details of the successful projects are outlined below:
 

	
	Organisation
	Project Details
	Value of Award

	1
	Rathvilly Tidy Towns 
	Establishment of a community growing space, including a polytunnel, soil preparation, rainwater harvesting, and composting infrastructure. The project supports local food production, circular economy practices, and community engagement, delivering positive environmental outcomes at an achievable scale. 
	€14,147.00 

	2
	Éire Óg GAA 
	Installation of bicycle parking infrastructure to encourage active travel to and from club facilities. The project is low cost, easily deliverable, and supports behaviour change in line with sustainable mobility objectives. The project will be delivered in conjunction with the ongoing Green Club programme. 
	€3,843.75 

	3
	Ballinkillen Lorum Community Centre Club 
	Provision of bicycle parking facilities to support active travel and reduce car dependency among users of the community centre. The project is simple, cost-effective, and complements wider sustainable transport and community wellbeing goals. 
	€9,409.15 

	4
	St Patricks GAA Club (Tullow) 
	Installation of a rainwater harvesting system to support more sustainable water use and circular economy practices at club facilities. The project is low cost, easily deliverable, and demonstrates practical environmental stewardship. The project will be delivered in conjunction with the ongoing biodiversity enhancement and Green Club programme. 
	€1,875.75 

	5
	O'Hanrahan's GFC 
	Installation of bicycle parking infrastructure to promote active travel and sustainable access to club facilities.  
	€6,998.70 

	6
	Carlow Town Hurling & Camogie Club 
	Provision of bicycle parking infrastructure to encourage active travel among players, members, and visitors. The project will be delivered in conjunction with the ongoing biodiversity enhancement and Green Club programme. 
	€498.15 

	7
	Kildavin Clonegal Community GAA Club 
	Installation of a bicycle repair station to support cycling and active travel within the community. The project will be delivered in conjunction with the ongoing biodiversity enhancement and Green Club programme. 
	€3,313.75 

	8
	St. Fiacc's Swimming Pool and Community Hall CLG 
	Delivery of energy efficiency and renewable energy measures identified in an independent energy audit, including building fabric upgrades and installation of solar PV. The project also includes bicycle infrastructure to encourage active travel and will leverage complementary biodiversity supports, delivering strong climate impact and multi-theme benefits.  
	€47,020.71 

	9
	St. Mullins GAA Club 
	Implementation of energy efficiency measures identified in an independent energy report, including insulation and replacement of doors and windows to improve the building fabric. The project delivers clear emissions reduction benefits, is readily achievable, and represents good value for money for a rural community facility. 
	€31,644.00 

	10
	Bagenalstown Swimming Club CLG 
	Installation of a low-carbon heat pump system, as recommended in an independent energy assessment, to replace fossil-fuel heating for the outdoor swimming pool. The project delivers significant energy and emissions savings and supports long-term operational sustainability of a key community asset.  
	€45,190.00 

	11
	An Gairdίn Beo 
	Integrated climate action project combining Solar PV installation, building fabric improvements, creation of a community growing space, rainwater harvesting, and bicycle storage. The project demonstrates strong innovation, cross-theme integration, and high community impact across energy, food, circular economy, and active travel objectives. 
	€47,592.90 

	12
	Carlow GAA County Board 
	Installation of solar PV and battery systems to reduce the reliance on fossil fuels. The committee will also upgrade lighting to energy-efficient replacements. 
	€24,000.00 

	13
	Carlow Senior Citizens Association 
	Energy efficiency upgrade of a community facility through replacement of external windows and doors and conversion to LED lighting, as identified in an independent energy assessment. The project delivers immediate emissions reductions, improved comfort for users.  
	€26,790.72 

	14
	Bagenalstown Area Community Development Group (BACDG) 
	Establishment of a new growing space including perimeter fencing, a polytunnel and storage along with the construction of covered bike shelter to encourage active travel. 
	€22,489.77 

	15
	Delta Centre CLG 
	Installation of solar PV in accordance with an independent energy audit to increase renewable energy generation. The project delivers strong social and climate co-benefits.  
	€40,000.00 

	16
	Tullow Day Care Centre CLG 
	Energy upgrade project comprising replacement of external windows and installation of solar PV, as identified in an independent energy report.  
	€53,302.73 

	17
	Palatine GAA Club 
	Palatine GAA Club are approved for funding to upgrade their club facilities to increase the energy efficient by installing cavity wall insulation. The project is intended to increase the comfort of the building and reduce their emissions by reducing their heating consumption. 
	€2,951.00 

	18
	Tullow Rugby Football Club 
	The committee are seeking to upgrade their windows and doors to reduce their energy consumption for heating. They propose to minimise their waste by installing water stations and introduce waste segregation bins. 
	€42,628.03 
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